English II College Prep – World Literature and Composition

Mrs. Mallard – Room M-6
Course Description: Focusing on a study of world literature, students will develop an understanding of and the relevance of period structures in literature within cultures around the world. Students will develop an understanding of the ways the place of origin of a work of literature affects its structure and how the chronology of a work of literature affects its meaning.  Students will develop an understanding of literature as both a product of its culture and as a culture-bearer and recognizes the commonalities and differences among works of literature from different times and places in the world. All modes or genres of writing are practiced at each grade level; however, in order to achieve mastery each grade level has a particular writing focus.  Persuasive writing is the focus for English II. Because conventions are essential for reading, writing, and speaking, instruction in language conventions will continue to occur within the context of reading, writing, and speaking, rather than in isolation. 
Common Core Standards – This class will follow the Common Core Standards. These standards may be accessed on my teacher website or at www.georgiastandards.org
Grading System: Grades will consist of summative grades (tests, essays, projects, etc.) and formative grades (daily work, quizzes, participation, reflection writing, etc.). Summative grades will culminate into 45% of the semester grade, while formative grades will culminate into 35% of the semester grade.  The final exam comprises 20% of the semester grade.  

Make-up Work: Students will have two days to make up work for every day missed. Special circumstances may warrant teacher or administrative discretion for allowing different arrangements. Work not made up in the appropriate time period will result in a zero. If you are absent on the day of a test/quiz, be prepared to make up the test/quiz in class on the day you return. 

Late Work: Late work will not be accepted except under very extenuating circumstances. The instructor will determine extenuating circumstances.

Extra Credit: Extra credit will be offered no more than once every nine weeks. 

Expectations:
Students are expected to:


Be on time to class




Treat others and their property respectfully



Bring all necessary materials to class




Courteously follow directions the first time given


Talk only when given permission

ID’s are worn during the school day (including my class time) at all times


Cell phones/electronic devices are NOT permitted during class periods, except under the classroom electronic use 

policy for this class.

NO hats are permitted to be worn in the school building
If these expectations are not met, consequences will follow which may include any or all of the following: warning, teacher detention, time out room referral, parent contact, and/or office referral. 

Discipline: All students are expected to follow the school rules as outlined in the student handbook. Procedures and policies outlined in the student handbook are followed in dealing with discipline issues that arise in the classroom.

Supplies: Students need the following specific supplies for this class:

Three ring notebook (min. 1 inch)

Pens and pencils
    


Highlighters


    

Notebook paper
Emergency Procedures: Follow emergency procedures outlined in student handbook and posted in classrooms.

Syllabus - Fall Semester 2012
Students will study units that include the genres of: short stories, poetry, drama, and non-fiction this semester. Units will focus on genre study with a thematic focus on the different type of literary heroes. The literary heroes included in this thematic approach are: classical, tragic, Romantic, female, dystopian, and post-apocalyptic. In addition several novels will be studied during the semester. The list of possible novels is below.
Novels that MAY be read this semester:
A Lesson Before Dying

Fahrenheit 451

Hound of the Baskervilles

Lord of the Flies

Anthem

Textbooks: 
African American Literature: Voices in a Tradition. Austin, Texas: Holt, Rinehard, and Winston, 1998. 

Bragg, Rick. Somebody Told Me. New York: Vintage Books, 2000.
Elements of Literature Fourth Course. Beers, Kylene, and Odell, Lee. Eds. Austin, Texas: Holt, Rinehard, and Winston, 
2005. 
Mexican American Literature. Charles Tatum, Ed. Orlando: Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich, 1990.
One Hundred Great Essays 4th Edition. Robert Diyanni, Ed. New York: Penguin Academics, 2011.

Contact Information: 770-536-4441 Ext. 216   Email: lara.mallard@gcssk12.net or lara.mallard@hotmail.com. Website: http://mrsmallardsclasses.weebly.com. If you have concerns about grades or performance in my class, please contact me as soon as possible. 
This syllabus is subject to change or amendment by the teacher. 

Acknowledgement of Syllabus

English II College Prep World Literature and Composition

I and my parents have read and understand the syllabus for English II College Prep World Literature and Composition, the Plagiarism policy and Technology policy for this course as stated below.

Plagiarism Policy:

Plagiarism is the use of exact words, whole passages, whole papers, or ANY ideas that are not originally your own without giving credit to the original source. Even if you reword, omit, or change a few words, it is still plagiarism. Plagiarism is a form of cheating. ANY form of cheating in this class will result in a zero on the assignment. There will be no retakes or rewrites allowed for any assignment that receives a zero due to cheating of any kind. Plagiarism detection software will be used during the semester to detect plagiarism.

Technology Policy:

At times during this course, technology (i.e. computers, printers, Internet, etc.) will be utilized in completing assignments. It is always the student’s responsibility to ensure assignments are completed and submitted on time regardless of the technology used. When use of school technology is required and that technology fails or is interrupted, adjustments will be made. If students choose to utilize personal technology in completion of assignments, the students maintain the responsibility for completion and submission of the assignment. If email is utilized to submit an assignment, the assignment is not considered submitted until the student receives a return email from the teacher indicating the assignment has been received. Delayed submission of an assignment due to email issues is not an excuse or extenuating circumstance. 

Classroom Electronic Use Policy:

1. Electronic devices (cell phones, iPads, tablets, music players, etc.) are to remain on silent and put away during class time, unless the teacher has instructed to use them for a class activity. Failure to follow this guideline will result in confiscation of the electronic device for the remainder of the period. Continued failure to follow this guideline will result in disciplinary referral. 

2. Digital recording (audio and/or video) or photography with electronic devices may not be done without prior approval of the teacher. ASK before taking pictures of class notes or recording any activities. Failure to do so will result in confiscation of electronic device and/or disciplinary referral.

3. Practice appropriate digital citizenship at all times when using electronic devices in this classroom. For our classroom, Digital Citizenship is defined as:

 "Critical thinking and ethical choices about the content and impact on oneself, others, and one's community of what one sees, says, and produces with media, devices, and technologies.” 

In other words: THINK before you engage in online activities.

PRINT Student Name : _______________________________   Student Signature: _____________________________________  

Parent Signature: _____________________________________________ Date: _____________________
� Collier, Anne. “A Definition of Digital Citizenship.” <http://www.connectsafely.org/Commentaries-Staff/a-definition-of-digital-literacy-a-citizenship.html>





